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RECENT BOOKS
Polmar, Norman. Aircraft Carriers: A His-
tory of Carrier Aviation and Its Influence
on World Events, vol. 2, 1946–2006.
Dulles, Va.: Potomac Books, 2008. 560pp.
$49.95
Norman Polmar needs no introduction to
readers of the Review, and neither, proba-
bly, does volume 1 of this work (pub-
lished in 2006 and covering the years 1909
to 1945). The present book brings the car-
rier and carrier-aviation stories up
through 2006, with looks farther ahead:
the early Cold War years, Suez, Vietnam,
the Falklands, the advent of the “super-
carriers” and subsequent periodic debates
on fundamentals, the nuclear mission,
and others. Particularly interesting chap-
ters focus on costs and on Soviet-Russian
work and experimentation in the type.
Five appendices, and 350 (often very
striking) photographs, many tables and
maps.
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